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News

Loud Cheers!
Living Stones Mandarin 
Service 10th Anniversary 
Celebration   By Echo Choo

Sunday, 17 October 2010

“Let us sing and dance as we rejoice and 
declare loudly that there is a God!” Amidst 
the sound of joyful singing, the Living 
Stones’ 10th Anniversary Celebration 
Service on 19 September began.

As a Chinese saying goes: “It takes a decade 
to grow a tree, and a century to nurture a 
man.” Under God’s leadership, the Living 
Stones Mandarin Service has, from a tender 
young seedling, grown in the Lord after 
going through years of joys and tears, into 
a tree whose roots are established in the 
promised land of Canaan. The Lord has 
shown again that His promises never come 
to nought!

Over 600 people attended the Celebration 
Service that day. Among them were more 
than 60 new visitors to PLMC. Church 
members and guests all experienced 
the presence of the Holy Spirit and 
were touched by the atmosphere of 
celebration and joy. Those who were 
interviewed expressed their thoughts 
of the anniversary service. Some were 
deeply moved by the worship, some were 
enlightened by the sermon, while others 
were impressed with how the dream of 
producing our own CD album materialised. 
Indeed, what started as a gentle prompting 
has now become a CD album of tunes 
that delight every listener. Yet again, it 
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proves that regardless of how big a 
man’s dream may be, God will always be 
greater than that, as there is nothing He 
cannot accomplish.

Being PLMC’s ministry to the Mandarin 
speaking congregation, Living Stones has 
arrived at its first milestone of a decade. 

But we recognise that its journey 
to bring the gospel to the Mandarin 
speaking population has only just begun. 
Though the road ahead is long, we firmly 
believe that God will continue to guide 
us with His mighty hand. In the decades 
that follow, He has already prepared 
countless miracles for His children. As 

long as we continue to live in His will 
and submit to His leading, we will be 
able to witness these miracles!

“ ... so that people may see and know, may 
consider and understand, that the hand of 
the Lord has done this, that the Holy One 
of Israel has created it.”  ~ Isaiah 41:20
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Living Stones 10th Anniversary 
Reflections:
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“The inspiration to produce an album 
came in 2007 during one Sunday 
worship. It seemed impossible to me 
at that point as we did not have the 
resources to do it. Nevertheless, I 
whispered to the Lord that it was 
my desire to do this. I wanted to 
be able to offer Him songs written 
and sung by members of Living 
Stones, reflecting our journey as a 
congregation, as an act of thanksgiving 
to Him. In mid 2009, while I 
was asking God how we should 
commemorate the 10th Anniversary 

celebration, the Holy Spirit reminded 
me of the Album project. I felt then that 
it was the right time to share this dream 
with the worship team. It took great 
faith and courage to do so. Praise the 
Lord! The team’s response was positive 
and heartening!”    -  Judith Chua

Over a period of three months (Jul – 
Sep 2009),  a focus group comprising 
six worship leaders and musicians met 
regularly to pray over the project and to 
deliberate over the details of the album. 
Through God’s inspiration, by end 2009, 
there were 18 new songs written by 
Living Stones’ worshippers. Mirroring 
the diversity of the congregation, the 
songs cover a wide range of genres, 
from traditional Chinese to swing. All 
the songs reflect the faith and love in 
the same God whom the songwriters 
worship and serve.

The team then started jamming and 

Loud Cheers!

The Album Production Story
praying over which songs to go into 
the album. Nine songs were selected 
and arranged, and the song “It’s the 
Lord!” was to be the theme song, as 
it aptly described the reason behind 
the whole project. Studio recording 
then followed. A team of singers and 
musicians dedicated their weekends in 
the studio to record their parts of the 
songs. It was a daunting experience for 
most people as it was their first time 
doing this. The age range of the team is 
quite astonishing, ranging from 5-year-
old Jessie to 60-year-old Simon!

Those who would like to bless others 
with a copy of the CD may collect it 
from the Contact Point at the Fellowship 
Hall after the Sunday services. Photos 
for the Living Stones 10th Anniversary 
Celebration Service are available 
for viewing and downloading at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/plmc/
sets/72157624910661473/.
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More than 130 people who regularly 
served in the Worship & Music Ministry 
at both the Sanctuary and Celebration 
Services came together with a WHOLE 
HEART on 18 Sep 2010 for their 1st 
ever Combined Retreat at PLMC. 

Nobody can dismiss the fact that the 
planning, programme and participation 
were carried out with every bit of heart, 
soul, mind and strength. Reflecting and 
praising God for our journey together, 
and fostering closer bonds within and 
across the services, it was a fruitful and 
fulfilled retreat for all.

Whole Heart – Combined Worship 
& Music Ministry Retreat    By Andy Toh

All were splendidly surprised by the unconventional seating arrangement at the start which encouraged spontaneous ice-
breakers amongst themselves. It proved to be a welcoming gesture.

True Hearted Moments

The worship experience had mixed components of traditional and celebration styles to expose and enhance all in our varied way 
of connection with God. 
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Whole Heart – Combined Worship & Music Ministry Retreat

We were all treated to spontaneous 
off-the-cuff testimonies from various 
individuals. The audience received with 
ooos and ahhs (appreciation), haha and 
hoho (laughter) when they responded 
to questions like what led them to 
serve in the ministry, how they feel 
serving in their role, how they may 

Light Hearted Moments

Faith without action is futile. So is learning without sharing. In groups of not more than four persons, we shared our personal 
takeaway points and action steps, spending time to pray for one another and the whole ministry.

10 Spiritual Disciplines

Heart – discipline of worship
Soul – discipline of surrender 
   through prayer, fasting & silence
Mind – discipline of the study of 
   God’s Word
Strength – discipline of serving  
                 – discipline of giving
SH – discipline of social holiness
E – discipline of evangelism & missions
L – discipline of love and forgiveness
F – discipline of fellowship
Self – discipline of rest

Rev Dr Jonathan Seet thanked the whole ministry who had been faithfully serving 
the Lord, reiterating the importance of a servant’s heart in all that we are and 

in all that we do. He went on 
to elaborate that worship 
is a dialogue, where God 
reveals and we respond, and 
is expressed in the liturgy 
of our worship. He then 
exhorted how our love for 
God and one another can 
be expressed, developed 
and cultivated through 10 
spiritual disciplines.

encourage others to serve, and a few 
candid questions. It is noteworthy to 
reveal that many family members were 
serving together too in the ministry. 
Comments like, “O I never know they 
were related!” started to echo for the 
less obvious ones.
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Whole Heart – Combined Worship & Music Ministry Retreat

Suddenly all the disciplines were 
forgotten during the Teambuilding game, 
where each group was challenged to 
build a Lego model revealed partially 
each time. It was all conducted in the 
name of creative fun and teamwork 
nonetheless. The intensity and ingenuity 
expressed clearly demonstrated how 
they have been serving in the ministry.

Audio. Choir. Dance. Floral. HC Helpers. 
HC Stewards. Musicians. Singers, Ushers. 
Visual.  Worship Leaders. Each team 
reflected on their celebrations and 
challenges, before sharing their best 
practices with similar ones from the 
other service group. Many got away with 
fresh ideas and new perspectives serving 
in their role.

Cross Hearted Moments

Though some shared almost 
comprehensively, it was good to note 
the heart expressed by each individual 
group when all came together to hear 
their presentation. Many appreciated 
listening to the functions, responsibilities, 
and concerns of the other groups. Even 
though we are in the same ministry, it 

is in retreats like these that we have 
the opportunity to interact with and 
listen to one another. The leaders are 
entrusted to follow up on some these 
points raised.

The retreat was not just an event but 
an experience and expression of our 
ministry together. As depicted in the 
retreat logo, the many rising hands of 
colourful hearts at the bottom portray 
the collective effort from different 
talented and functional groups of both 
the Sanctuary and Celebration Services, 
coming together for a common goal 
of serving God with all our heart, soul, 
mind and strength. The mix of out-
stretched hands with uncontainable joy 
demonstrates the vitality and energy 

Whole Hearted Experience
that shake the rhythmic WHOLE 
HEART to life!

We thank God for the wholehearted 
experience, ever stirring us to serve 
Him wholeheartedly.
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Sunday Services

7.30 am	 Peranakan Service (Sanctuary)

9.00 am	 Sanctuary Service / Living 
Stones Mandarin Service 
(Chapel)

10.30 am	 Filipino Fellowship 
(Conference Room)

	 Except every 1st Sunday of 
each month

11.00 am	 The Next Generation Youth 
Service, PLMGSS Concert 
Hall, Lor Ah Soo

11.15 am	 Celebration Service 
(Sanctuary) / Living Stones 
Mandarin Service (Covenant 
Chapel)

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture 
quotations used in this newsletter are from 
the Holy Bible, New International Version 
(NIV) ®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 
by International Bible Society. Scripture 
references indicated NKJV are from the New 
King James Version of the Bible.
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October 2010 Calendar of Events

DATE	 EVENT DATE	 EVENT

2, 9, 16, 23, 30	 Sonshine Kids Outreach
2, 9, 16, 23, 30	 Peranakan Fellowship
3	 PIC-Cell Leaders Meeting
5, 12	 Intercessors’ Meeting

13, 20, 27	 Membership Class
16, 23, 30	 Baptism Class  (Mand)
22, 23, 24	 Connecting Camp
26 	 LCEC Meeting

Areas of service:
l  Usher
l  Singer (Choir/Backup Vocalist)
l  Audio
l  Musician 
l  Projection & Camera
l  Dance
l  Floral Arrangement
l  G Major Ensemble
l  Holy Communion Preparation Helper
l  String & Wind Ensemble

For more information or to sign up, contact 
Susanna at susanna@plmc.org or 6285 1234.

Worship & Music Ministry 
Recruitment 2010

The Worship & Music Ministry is recruiting! If you 
can sing or dance or play a musical instrument or 
take picture or have a gift in hospitality etc, and 
would like to serve the Lord with this blessed 
gift, then here is an opportunity for you!

Psalm 63:1

Do You

Thirst
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O God, you are my God,

Earnestly I seek you;

My soul thirsts for you, 

My body longs for you,

In a dry and weary land

Where there is no water.

- Psalm 63:1


